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BACKGROUND:  The Urban Design emphasis is a new option and is designed for 
urban designers who specialize the physical structure of urban space.  
 
Physical design has always been a pillar of the profession urban planning, and 
today is enjoying a resurgence with the growing interest in place-making. The 
urban design option is designed to explore those ideas, tools, and techniques that 
makes cities beautiful, livable, and meaningful to their inhabitants.  This area 
connects theory with fieldwork and knowledge of professional practice.  Courses 
within this area explore the interconnected issues through a teaching/critical 
thinking/design application process involving lectures, field studies, seminars, 
independent study, small and large group activity. 
 
RESOURCES CONSULTED: 
Deans 
Associate Deans 
Department Chairs 
All Faculty 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Before reaching the Academic Programs Committee, this program was reviewed by the 
College Curriculum Committee in the College of ENV as well as the Dean of ENV and 
the Office of Academic Programs.  All concerns raised at those levels were addressed.  
The Academic Programs Committee then conducted campus-wide consultation, as well 
as its own review of the program.  No concerns were raised. 
  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

The Academic Programs Committee recommends approval of the semester program -
Urban & Regional Planning-Urban Design Option. 
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